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S the Weſt India Pfanters aud others. hove inſinuated 

L A. that the foundation of the Inſurrection in St. Domin- 

go, was laid in the efforts of ſuch of the Gentlemen of 

Great Britain, as have aſſociated themſelves for the Aboli- 

tion of the Slave Trade, F think it wil be peculiarly pro- 

per at the preſent time to make a few remarks on the ſubject 
of . Bas... | 15 


It is impoſſible for any one to have read the e Hiſtory of 
Greece and Rome with attention, without knowing that 
there were many and bloody Inſurrections of the Slaves in 
the countries which their Hiſtories reſpectively compre- 
hend. Nom it is impoſſible to attribute theſe with any 

propriety to perſbns aſſdciated-either for the Aboktion of 
the Slave Trade, or of perſonal ſlavery; becauſe, it does 
not appear from Hiſtory, that there ever were aſſociations 


in ous days for ſo laudable a purpoſe. 


| Whoever, again, has read the Hiſtory of the Weſt India 
Iſlands from their firſt eſtabliſhment to the year 1786, muſt 


have read it very ſuperficially, not to know, that there have 
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period. There was formerly a bloody one at St. Domin- 
go, beſides that which has lately happened. There have 
been ſeveral in Jamaica, and other * ny kad 
ur Pay per 2 * * 


Nov, it is —— that any | ofahuſdtonks base ln 
their origin in the efforts of the Gentlemen aſſociated fot 
the - Abolition; becauſe it was not till 1787, that the firſt 
Committee was formed, — gene ”— _ 
* | 
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T.oo what cauſe then may weatribing the InfurreQions in 
te Iſtands ? Undoubtedly to the Slave Trade, in conſe- 
quence of which thouſands are annually poured into the 
Hands, who have been fraudulently and forcibly. deprived 


of the Rights af Men. All theſe come into ſhem of contſe 


with diflatisfied and exaſperated minds; and this diſcontent 
and feeling of reſentment muſt be farther heightened by the 
treatment which people coming into them uuder fack a fitaa- 

in a ſtate of ſubjection to us, who acknowledge no obi, 
whatever to ſerve us, but by breakiag their ſpirits and aceat- 
ing them as creatures of another ſpecies. . + Now, 'that:thid is 


the:cauſe is evident from Mr. Long, the celebrated cham- 


pion of the Planters themſelves, who ſtates in his Hiſtory of 
Jamaica, that all the Inſurrections of the Slaves that he 
| could ever trace in the Iſlands, were begun by the imported 
* Slaves. 
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from common reaſon to be the cauſe while Men have the 
Paſſions of Men, and this cauſe being adequate of itſelf, 
at all times, to produce the effect, what reaſon can there 
be for imagining that the Inſurrection in St. Domingo pro- 
ceeded from any other ſource ; particularly as theſe Inſur- 
rections have been as numerous before any aſſociation for 
the ABOLTTIOox of the SLAVE Trae took place as ſince 
their inſtitution? As, however, the preſent Inſurrection in 
St. Domingo is ſomewhat connected with the late Revolu- 
tion in France, it may be neceſſary to ſay a few: words 
own it as as to that event. 
were) Wa 
e Rerilution . 
St. Domingo, the white People there divided into Parties, 
as in the Mother Country, eee 
—— eee eh ir e we bed 2465 20 


PIES ; 
ABR EEE oi pres Revolution, as 
| particulatized in-the-Declaration-of the Bill of Rights, was 
proclaimed/ in that Colony, a third Party, and that a 
formidable one; aroſe.” This confiſted of the People of 
Coloar,*; who, notwithſtanding many of them had received 
4 hiberal inn Wer e larger Pro- 
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This term includes Free Negroes, and all ſuch as have 
the ſmalleſt mixture of negro - blood; many of whom are as white 
as any of the native Weſt Indians, 
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prietors in the Iſland than the Whites, were in a depreſſed 
and degraded ſtate. - They felt forcibly the juſtice of theſe 
principles; and when they conſidered that theſe were held 


out by the Repreſentatives of the Parent Country, they : 
determined to aſſert their right tb equal privileges with 


the reſt of the Coloniſts. In conſequence of chis they held 
a Meeting, after which they ſent ſeveral worthy Perſons of 
SF 
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n ae ae they found their way to the Bureau de 
Verification, where it was neceſſary for them to have their 
Claim to repreſentation aſcertained and ſanctioned, before 
they could be admitted as Deputies into. the-afſembly.. - 

1 neee ) Cas ih ba 1Y 445% 54H 144 
The White Planters, however, who happened to have 
ſeats in the National Aſſembly at the time, found means to 


croud into this Bureau or Committee juſt mentioned, with a a 


view of hindering the deputies from the People of Colour 
from having a place in the ſame IVgiſlative body with them- 
ſelves. They pretended to find ſome flaw in their powers, 


and put off the further conſideration of the ſubject ſor = few | 


weeks, At the end of this time, in conſequence of the great 
exertions of the Deputies of Colour, they were obliged to 
reſume: the conſideration of the caſe; they then acknowled- 
ged their error, gave up the legality of the flaw as firk 
ſtated, but pretended to have diſcovered one of another 
nature. In this way they put off the Deputies from Com- 
„ hindering them by theſe means from 


[6] 


coming before the Aſſembly at all. When at laſt, one of 
the Deputies of the name af Oge, a Man of Property, 
Education and Abilities, but of much ſtronger Paſſions than 
Kis Colleagucs, returned 10 St. Domingo to repreſent to 
ND with from 
n „igen 


. 
LY +v 


e — fin reached the» ears 11 
che Whites of St. Domingo, who communicated the 
intelligence to others of their own deſcription, which pro- 
duced a determination in them to make a victim of 'Oge, 
by taking away his life. They attacked him and a few of 
28 allherents at various times in armed parties, ſome of 
whom be defeated,” aud from others he was-obliged to fly; 
preſſed however at laſt, he was obliged to take refuge in 
the Spaniſh part of the Ifland, where he was treacherouſly 
dien up, and ſoon after, though he was never publickly 
 examimed, be was broken alive on the wheel with twenty- 
five of his followers. This barbarous deſtruction of a perſon 
whom the People of Colouf ſo generally and deſervedly eſtee- 
med, only widened the breach between them and the Whites 
xpon the latter. Mähilecthey were planning ſchemes with 
abi view, news amived in the Colony that thoſe of their 
depnties who; after Ogé's departure, had remained in 
France, had by their perſeverance obtained a hearing before 
all the People of Colour borm of free parents were French- 

x g men 
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men, and among others to. that of being repreſented ao. 
— T his news when received at St. Domingo as much exaf- 
perated the White Inhabitants, ® as the death of Oge had 


the People of Colour there ; and their breaſts began to burn 


mr 


Here then we ſee no leſs r 
At the ſame moment in St. Domingo. The Whites divided 
into two parties, as they adhered to the new Conſtitution 


or the old; and the Whites and People of Colour burning | 


with a fury hardly ſatiable but by the extirpation of one 
another. What then did the negroes do at this intereſting 
moment? Seeing their Lords and Maſters not able to agree 
among themſelves, but at daggers drawn with one another, 
they determined to take advantage of the diviſions among 
them, and to aſſert their violated rights by force of arms. 
— Such is the true ſtate of the caſe reſpecting the Inſurrecti- 
on at St; Domingo, and what do we learn from it but the 
following truth? “That the Slave Trade, and the op- 
preſſion naturally reſulting from 1 it, was the real and only 
cauſe, of this Inſurrection, as it ever has been, and ever 
will be, of fimilar events; but that the Revolution of 


France, by cauſing the three diviſions before mentioned. 


®* Whoſe vanity and guilty obſtinacy made them perjurs . 
themſelves by refuſing to execute the Concordat, which they had 


| ſworn to twice, and produced the dreadful effuſion of blood, ſs 
much ro be lamented, | 
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did afford the Negroes an opportunity which they would 
otherwiſe not ſo eaſily have found, of endeavouring to vin- 
dicate for themſelves the unalterable Rights of Men. 


The above accounts then lead us to three ſeperate con- 


' Clufions : Firſt, That the Slave Trade is the real cauſe of 


all Weſt India InſurreQions.—Secondly, That as long as it 
exiſts, ſo long may theſe Inſurrections be expected. And 
Thirdly, That the St. Domingo Inſurrection, in particu- 

lar, fo far from affording us a juſt argument (as the 
Planters ſay) to diſcontinue our exertions at the preſent 
moment, calls upon us to redouble them, if we have any 


value for our own Iſlands, or any wiſh that the preſent 


Proprietors of them may preſerve their eſtates to — 
en e e | 1 


T. I A RESON, 


E. 8. The circumſtance of having been at Paris during 
the refiderice of the Deputies of Colour there, has afforded 
me this opportunity of giving you the above Iafimaicn, 


